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Key Takeaways 

• Arka nsa s recorded 605 fa ta lities a nd 2,720 serious injuries in 2024. 

• I ntersection cra shes a ccount for a pproxima tely  87 percent of  a na ly zed roa dwa y 

fa ta lities. 

• Certa in Ark a nsa s intersections ca rry  higher risk due to congestion a nd turning 

conflicts . 

• I -40  a nd I -30 a re a mong the sta te's most cra sh-prone corridors. 

• The off icia l police report is  essentia l a fter a ny cra sh. 

Arka nsa s roa dwa ys ca rry  millions of  drivers through intersections every  da y , ma ny  of 

which present fa r grea ter risk  tha n their surroundings suggest. Cra sh investiga tions 

a cross the sta te consistently  point to the sa me contributing fa ctors: high tra ffic  

volume, driver distra ction, poor sight lines, a nd ina dequa te signa ge converging a t the 

same locations year af ter year. These are not random patterns. The most  dangerous 

intersect ions in Arkansas share ident ifiable characterist ics that  data can reveal long 

before another collision occurs, and recognizing them is the first  step toward making 

bet ter decisions behind the wheel. 

That  knowledge becomes especially important  when an accident  does happen, and 

drivers find themselves navigat ing insurance claims, medical bills, and legal quest ions 

at  one of  the most  st ressful moments of  their lives. Our team at  Tay lor  King  Law helps 

Arkansas drivers understand local crash risks and know where to turn when the road 

ahead gets complicated. Being On Your  Side—By Your  Side starts with making sure 

you have the informat ion you need before and af ter a serious accident . 

Arkansas Car Accident Statistics 

The most  recent  statewide safety analysis shows 605 roadway fatalit ies and 2,720 

serious injuries in 2024, the latest f igures available in the Arkansas Highway Safety 

I mprovement  Program (HSI P) 2025 Annual Repor t . These numbers represent only 

the most  severe crash outcomes and do not  capture the full volume of  collisions that  

occur across Arkansas roadways each year. 

The HSI P repor t  also identif ies intersect ions as one of  the most consistent ly dangerous 

environments on the state's roadways. I ntersection crashes, intersection-related 

collisions, and crashes involving non-motorists collectively account for approximately 

87 percent  of roadway fatalit ies across the major crash categories analyzed. 

https://www.ardot.gov/wp-content/uploads/HSIP_Report_01132026103458-Final.pdf
https://www.ardot.gov/wp-content/uploads/HSIP_Report_01132026103458-Final.pdf
https://www.ardot.gov/wp-content/uploads/HSIP_Report_01132026103458-Final.pdf


4 

 

Tha t risk does not distribute evenly  a cross the sta te. Urba n a rea s genera te the highest 

tota l collision counts due to tra ffic  density  a nd signa lized intersections, while rura l 

roa dwa y s tend to produce more severe outcomes beca use of  higher tra vel speeds a nd 

longer emergency  response times. 

Across both environments, the sa me contributing fa ctors a ppea r repea tedly  in cra sh 

investiga tions: 

• Distra cted Driv ing 

• S peeding 

• F a ilure to Y ield a t I ntersections 

• I mpa ired Driv ing 

• Unsa fe Turning Movements 

• R unning R ed L ights or Disrega rding Tra ffic S igna ls 

• Aggressive or R eck less Driv ing B eha vior 

These pa tterns ha ve rema ined la rgely  consistent over time despite ongoing sa fety 

efforts a cross the sta te, a s ref lected in the sta tewide cra sh f igures below: 

Year  I njury  Crashes (Ser ious I njur ies) Fatal Crashes 

2020 2,751 651 

2021 2,686 692 

2022 2,707 637 

2023 2,827 596 

2024 2,720 605 
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As popula tion growth, expa nding development, a nd increa sing freight tra ff ic  continue 

pla cing a dditiona l pressure on Arka nsa s roa dwa ys, these numbers a re unlik ely  to 

improve without a  c lea rer understa nding of  where a nd why  serious cra shes occur. 

Tra nsporta tion pla nners use this da ta  to identify loca tions where signa l timing 

upgra des, protected turn la nes, improved lighting, a nd redesigned tra ff ic  f low pa tterns 

could reduce serious outcomes for Arka nsa s drivers.  

Understa nding these pa tterns a lso ma tters for drivers a nd fa milies na viga ting the 

a fterma th of  a  serious collis ion, when k nowing where lia bility  concentra tes a nd wha t 

fa ctors contributed to a  cra sh ca n ma k e a  mea ningful dif ference in a  persona l injury 

c la im. 
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The 25 Most Dangerous Intersections in 
Arkansas 
B usy intersections crea te the highest risk  for a  serious ca r a cc ident beca use drivers 

must rea ct to tra ff ic  signa ls , turning vehic les, pedestria ns, a nd multiple la nes of  tra ffic 

a t once. W hen congestion increa ses a long ma jor reta il corridors or commuter routes, 

the number of  potentia l conflict points between vehic les rises sha rply . The most 

dangerous intersect ions in Arkansas share ident ifiable characterist ics, including high 

t raf f ic volume, f requent  turning movements, and limited react ion t ime, that  make them 

consistently more prone to serious collisions. 

These condit ions are not  evenly dist ributed across the state; they tend to concentrate 

along major commercial corridors, interstate access points, and rapidly growing urban 

areas where t raf fic demand has outpaced roadway capacity.  

The following intersect ions appear among the busiest  and most collision-prone t raf fic 

corridors in Arkansas: 
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Rank I ntersect ion Ci ty Common Crash Factors 

1 
Shack leford Rd & Markham 

St  
Litt le Rock 

Heavy retail t raf fic, mult iple 

turning lanes 

2 
Rodney Parham Rd & 

Markham St 
Litt le Rock 

Retail ent rances, signal 

congest ion 

3 Universi ty  Ave & Markham St  Litt le Rock High commuter t raf f ic volume 

4 Cantrell Rd & Mississippi  St  Litt le Rock High speeds, turning conflicts 

5 
Walton Blvd & Pleasant  

Grove Rd 
Rogers 

Retail congest ion, interstate 

access 

6 J oyce Blvd & College Ave Fayet teville 
University t raf fic, pedestrian 

crossings 

7 Rogers Ave & Phoenix  Ave Fort  Smith Major commuter corridor 

8 
Central Ave & Higdon Fer ry  

Rd 
Hot Springs Tourism t raf f ic, congest ion 

9 Highland Dr  & College Ave Fayet teville Campus t raf fic pat terns 

10 Dave Ward Dr  & Broadway St  Conway 
Rapid population growth, 

commuter t raf fic 

11 Chenal Pkwy & Bowman Rd Litt le Rock 
Retail development , mult iple 

lanes 

12 
Geyer  Springs Rd & Baseline 

Rd 
Litt le Rock High t raf fic density 

13 Rogers Ave & Towson Ave Fort  Smith Freight and commuter t raf fic 

14 Walton Blvd & New Hope Rd Rogers Retail corridor congestion 

15 Cantrell Rd & Sam Peck Rd Litt le Rock Turning conf licts, heavy t raf f ic 

16 Markham St  & Universi ty  Ave Litt le Rock Dense urban commuter route 
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17 Phoenix  Ave & Rogers Ave Fort  Smith Signal congestion 

18 Oak St  & J oyce Blvd Fayet teville Retail access t raf f ic 

19 Dave Ward Dr  & Salem Rd Conway Commuter congest ion 

20 
Pleasant  Grove Rd & Pinnacle 

Hi lls Pkwy 
Rogers 

Commercial development 

t raf f ic 

21 Highland Dr  & Gar land Ave Fayet teville Campus t raf fic 

22 Chenal Pkwy & Rahling  Rd Litt le Rock High t raf fic volume 

23 Rogers Ave & Waldron Rd Fort  Smith Turning conf licts 

24 Airpor t  Rd & Mi li tary  Rd Benton Highway access t raf fic 

25 Walnut  St  & Walton Blvd Rogers Retail congest ion 

A closer look at  the top ten reveals the specific t raf f ic pat terns, congest ion factors, and 

driving condit ions that  make each one particularly dangerous. These are not  isolated 

problem spots but  locat ions where multiple risk factors consistent ly overlap, creat ing 

environments where serious collisions are far more likely than average: 

1. Shack leford Road and Markham Street, Li t t le Rock: Located in one of  Lit t le 

Rock’s busiest  commercial corridors, this intersection experiences constant 

turning t raf f ic as drivers enter and exit  nearby shopping centers. 

2. Rodney Parham Road and Markham Street , Li t t le Rock: Heavy retail t raf fic 

and multiple signal cycles already create congest ion along this corridor, and a 

blind hill paired with a rest ricted right  turn on red adds another layer of  risk. 

3. Universi ty Avenue and Markham Street , Li t t le Rock: This major commuter 

route connects residential neighborhoods with downtown Litt le Rock, where 

shopping centers on three corners and a hospital on the fourth keep t raf fic 

volume consistently high. 

4. Cantrell Road and Mississippi  St reet , Li t t le Rock: Fast -moving traf f ic along 

Cantrell Road combined with f requent  turning vehicles creates limited reaction 

t ime for drivers. 

5. Walton Boulevard and Pleasant  Grove Road, Rogers: Located near major 

retail developments, this intersection experiences heavy congest ion during 

evenings and weekends. 
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6. J oyce Boulevard and College Avenue, Fayet tev i lle: University t raf f ic 

combines with retail activity and pedestrian crossings, creating complex driving 

conditions. 

7. Rogers Avenue and Phoenix  Avenue, For t  Sm ith: One of  the busiest  t raf f ic 

corridors in Fort  Smith, with heavy commuter t raf fic and multiple turning lanes 

during peak weekday t ravel hours. 

8. Central Avenue and Higdon Fer ry Road, Hot  Spr ings: Tourism t raf f ic moving 

between hotels, restaurants, and at t ractions of ten leads to sudden stops and 

lane changes. 

9. Highland Dr ive and College Avenue, Fayet tev i lle: Proximity to university 

housing increases both pedestrian act ivity and vehicle congestion throughout 

the academic year and weekends. 

10. Dave Ward Dr ive and Broadway Street , Conway: Rapid populat ion growth 

and commuter t raf fic cont inue increasing congest ion along this major Conway 

corridor. 

Drivers t raveling through these corridors should remain especially alert  near signalized 

intersect ions, where sudden stops, turning vehicles, and lane changes f requent ly 

increase the risk of  a serious car accident . 

Why These Intersections Are So Dangerous 

The most  dangerous intersect ions in Arkansas sha re more tha n a  high cra sh count. 

S evera l common conditions expla in why  cra shes occur a t these loca tions with grea ter 

f requency  tha n others: 

• H igh tra ff ic  volume crea tes congestion during morning a nd evening commutes, 

lea ving drivers with less time a nd spa ce to rea ct. 

• F requent turning movements increa se the risk  of  s ide-impa ct collisions, 

pa rticula rly a t intersections with multiple turning la nes. 

• Commercia l development introduces multiple entra nce a nd exit points in close 

proximity  to signa ls , forcing quick decisions with little ma rgin for error. 

• Driver distra ction from na viga tion sy stems or mobile devices further reduces 

rea ction time a t a lrea dy complex intersections. 

• Complex signa l timing a nd multi-la ne roa dwa ys ca n ca use confusion during la ne 

cha nges, increa sing the lik elihood of sideswipe a nd merging collis ions. 

W hen these conditions converge a t the sa me loca tion, the risk  for drivers, pa ssengers, 

a nd pedestria ns rises signif ica ntly . F or those injured a t these intersections, 

understa nding wha t contributed to the cra sh ca n ma ke a  mea ningful dif ference in 

pursuing a  c la im. 
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The Most Dangerous Highways and 
Interstates in Arkansas 
Arka nsa s highwa y s ca rry  long-dista nce tra ff ic , f reight tra nsporta tion, a nd commuter 

f low a cross la rge regions, crea ting conditions where cra sh risk  extends fa r bey ond city 

intersections. I ndiv idua l cra sh reports published by  the Arkansas Depar tment  of 

Public Safety  reveal several corridors that  appear with st riking regularity, point ing to 

st retches of  road where the combination of  speed, volume, and road condit ions makes 

serious accidents far more likely: 

1. I nterstate 40: St retching across Arkansas f rom west  to east , I -40 carries heavy 

f reight  t raf f ic statewide. High t ruck volumes, long t ravel distances, and 

changing weather condit ions increase crash exposure. 

2. I nterstate 30 : This corridor connects Lit t le Rock with Dallas-area t raf f ic routes. 

Urban congest ion near the capital city contributes to f requent  rear-end 

collisions and multi-vehicle crashes. 

3. I nterstate 49: Growth in Northwest  Arkansas has led to rising commuter t raf f ic 

along I -49. Construct ion zones and rapid population expansion cont inue to 

increase collision risk. 

4. Highway 67/ 167: Drivers t ravel at  high speeds through rural st retches of  this 

corridor. Limited light ing and wildlife crossings contribute to serious accidents 

away f rom urban centers. 

5. Highway 65: This corridor passes through mountainous terrain where curves, 

elevat ion changes, and seasonal tourist  t raf f ic increase crash risk during busy 

t ravel periods. 

Drivers t raveling these corridors should remain especially caut ious, maintain safe 

following distances, and stay alert  to sudden t raf fic slowdowns, changing weather, and 

heavy commercial t ruck act ivity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ark.org/asp-fatal/index.php?do=reportsLinks&year=2025&__ncforminfo=4q8aBSNlIca0I9hp9qwGboXbF5_U0l71WGLgAqLhTHZC65YGfibz9cjDOS8jeajPfvyYaOTQ0T696o-2HbcmYQnxepAHBtum
https://www.ark.org/asp-fatal/index.php?do=reportsLinks&year=2025&__ncforminfo=4q8aBSNlIca0I9hp9qwGboXbF5_U0l71WGLgAqLhTHZC65YGfibz9cjDOS8jeajPfvyYaOTQ0T696o-2HbcmYQnxepAHBtum
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Arkansas Hospitals Near High-Risk 
Crash Areas 
W hen a  serious collision occurs a t a  da ngerous intersection or a long a  high-cra sh 

highwa y , a ccess to tra uma  ca re ca n be the dif ference between recovery a nd la sting 

ha rm. The following tra uma  centers a cross Ark a nsa s a re equipped to ha ndle severe 

injuries f rom ca r a ccidents: 

UAMS  Medica l Center 

• 4301 W est Ma rk ha m S treet, L ittle R ock , AR  72205  

• P hone: (501) 686-7000  

• L evel 1 Tra uma  Center 

B a ptist H ea lth Medica l Center L ittle R ock 

• 9601 I ntersta te 630, E xit 7, L ittle R ock , AR  72205  

• P hone: (501) 202-2000  

• L evel 2 Tra uma  Center 

CH I  S t. V incent I nf irma ry 

• 2 S t. V incent Circle, L ittle R ock , AR  72205 

• P hone: (501) 552-3000  

• L evel 2 Tra uma  Center 

W a shington R egiona l Medica l Center 

• 3215N  N orth N orthhills  B lvd, Fa y etteville, AR  72703  

• P hone: (479) 463-1000  

• L evel 2 Tra uma  Center 

Mercy  H ospita l Fort S mith 

• 7301 R ogers Avenue, F ort Smith, AR  72903  

• P hone: (479) 314-6000  

• L evel 3 Tra uma  Center 
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S eek ing immedia te medica l ca re a fter a  ca r a ccident does more tha n protect physica l 

hea lth; it crea tes documented medica l records tha t connect injuries directly  to the 

cra sh, which pla ys a  critica l role in supporting a  persona l injury c la im. 
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Police Departments Serving High Crash 
Areas 
L oca l la w enforcement a gencies investiga te tra ffic  collisions a nd produce the off ic ia l 

cra sh reports required during insura nce cla ims or persona l injury  la wsuits . The 

following a gencies serve some of  Arka nsa s's  highest-tra ff ic  corridors a nd ca n provide 

documenta tion critica l to a ny a ccident cla im: 

Arkansas State Police 

• Centra l repository  for sta tewide cra sh reports.  

• Cra sh report request porta l: https:/ / porta l.a rka nsa s.gov/ service/ cra sh-reports/  

Lit t le Rock Police Depar tm ent 

• N on-emergency  phone: (501) 371-4829 

• Cra sh report requests: https:/ / littlerock .gov/ residents/ police-

depa rtment/ conta ct-us/ reports/  

Fayet tev i l le Police Depar tm ent 

• N on-emergency  phone: (479) 587-3555 

• Cra sh report requests: https:/ / www.fa y etteville-a r.gov/ 3424/ Accident-R eport-

R equest 

For t  Sm ith Police Department  

• N on-emergency  phone: (479) 709-5000 

• Cra sh report requests: https:/ / dps.a rka nsa s.gov/ la w-enforcement/ a rk a nsa s-

sta te-police/ services-progra ms/ cra sh-records/   

I f  y ou were injured a t a ny  of  these loca tions, obta ining the cra sh report quick ly  is  one 

of  the most importa nt steps y ou ca n ta k e to protect your c la im. An experienced 

Arka nsa s ca r a ccident la wy er ca n help y ou secure tha t documenta tion a nd build a  ca se 

a round it f rom da y  one. 

https://portal.arkansas.gov/service/crash-reports/
https://littlerock.gov/residents/police-department/contact-us/reports/
https://littlerock.gov/residents/police-department/contact-us/reports/
https://www.fayetteville-ar.gov/3424/Accident-Report-Request
https://www.fayetteville-ar.gov/3424/Accident-Report-Request
https://dps.arkansas.gov/law-enforcement/arkansas-state-police/services-programs/crash-records/
https://dps.arkansas.gov/law-enforcement/arkansas-state-police/services-programs/crash-records/
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Arkansas Courts Handling Car Accident 
Lawsuits 
W hen a  ca r a ccident c la im ca nnot be resolved through insura nce negotia tions, civil 

litiga tion becomes the next step. I n Ark a nsa s, persona l injury la wsuits typica lly 

proceed through sta te c ircuit courts in the county where the cra sh occurred or where 

one of  the pa rties resides. The courts most commonly ha ndling these ca ses inc lude: 

• P ula ski County Circuit Court 

• S eba stia n County  Circuit Court 

• W a shington County  Circuit Court 

• F a ulk ner County Circuit Court 

Once a  la wsuit is  f iled, the process moves through severa l defined sta ges. The injured 

pa rty  f iles a  compla int outlining their injuries, da ma ges, a nd lega l cla ims. The 

defenda nt responds, a nd both sides excha nge evidence through discovery . S ettlement 

negotia tions frequently  ta ke pla ce before the ca se ever rea ches tria l, though 

prepa ra tion for litiga tion often strengthens a  cla ima nt's  position a t the negotia ting 

ta ble. 

Filing deadlines mat ter in Arkansas. Under Arkansas Code § 16-56-105, injured 

individuals generally have three years f rom the date of  the crash to f ile a personal 

injury lawsuit , though exceptions may exist  depending on the circumstances 

surrounding the case. For those hurt  at  the most  dangerous intersect ions in 

Arkansas, missing that  deadline can permanent ly bar the right  to pursue 

compensat ion, which is why contact ing an Arkansas car accident  lawyer early in the 

process is crit ical. 

 
What To Do If You’re Involved in a Crash 
at a Dangerous Intersection 
The moments following a  ca r a ccident a t one of  the most  dangerous intersect ions in 

Arkansas a re critica l. Decisions ma de in tha t window ca n sha pe both the outcome of  a  

medica l recovery  a nd the strength of  a  future injury  c la im. Ta k ing the right steps ea rly 

helps protect both: 

https://law.justia.com/codes/arkansas/title-16/subtitle-5/chapter-56/subchapter-1/section-16-56-105/
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• Ca ll emergency  services immedia tely  so police a nd medica l responders ca n 

secure the scene a nd document wha t ha ppened. 

• S eek  medica l eva lua tion even if  injuries seem minor, a s sy mptoms from hea d 

tra uma  or interna l injuries ca n ta k e hours to a ppea r. 

• P hotogra ph the scene before it is clea red, ca pturing vehic le positions, tra ffic 

s igna ls , sk id ma rk s, a nd a ny  v isible injuries. 

• E xcha nge insura nce a nd conta ct informa tion with a ll drivers involved in the 

collision. 

• G a ther conta ct deta ils f rom a ny  witnesses who observed the cra sh. 

• R equest a  copy of  the officia l cra sh report f rom the la w enforcement a gency 

tha t responded. 

• Conta ct a  ca r a ccident la wy er before a ccepting a ny  settlement offer f rom a n 

insura nce compa ny . 

E vidence disa ppea rs, memories fa de, a nd insura nce compa nies move fa st a fter a n 

a ccident. Acting quick ly a nd thoroughly  ma tters even more in Arka nsa s, where 

compa ra tive fa ult rules a llow insurers to a rgue sha red responsibility in order to reduce 

wha t a n injured driver ca n recover. S olid documenta tion from the cra sh scene, 

combined with ea rly  lega l guida nce, gives injured drivers the strongest possible 

founda tion for a  cla im. 

 

Injured at One of Arkansas’ Most 
Dangerous Intersections?  
W hen a  cra sh a t a  da ngerous intersection lea ves y ou fa c ing medica l bills , missed work , 

a nd uncerta inty  a bout wha t comes next, ha ving the right lega l tea m ma k es a  

dif ference. At Taylor  King  Law, we are On Your  Side—By Your  Side through every 

step of  the process. Our team invest igates collision evidence, reviews police reports, 

and works to build the st rongest possible case for injured drivers across Arkansas. 

I f  you or someone you love was injured at  one of  the most  dangerous intersect ions in 

Arkansas, call us today at  870-246-0505 for a f ree consultat ion and learn how our 

team can help your case. 
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